
Repairing Masonry Patios or Walkways

Masonry patios and walkways should be checked for defects every two to four years.  
There may be loose joints in the brickwork or patio stones.  They may need to be 
completely reset or only repointed by re-cementing the loose joints.

Cement patios and walkways may crack from frost upheaval or settlement.  This will 
usually occur within the first two years after construction.  The best you can do is to 
fill the cracks with a mixture of 2 parts sand to 1 part cement, forced into the crack.  
Finish with a trowel or sponge.  Where the concrete meets the house, cracks should 
be caulked with a good vinyl caulking.

If the top surface of the concrete (less than 1-1/2” depth) is loose or spalling, it can 
be repaired.  If the depth is greater than 1-1/2”, the damaged area should be com-
pletely removed and replaced.  To repair the surface, remove all loose material and 
wash the area until clean.  Mix a slurry of cement and latex, then “paint” the area to 
be filled.  When the area is semi-dry, fill in with a cement mixture of 2 parts sand to 
1 part cement - mixed to a soft, butter-like texture.  Press the mixture into the pre-
pared area, up to the height required.  Level off the top with a straight edge.  Then 
finish the surface with a wood float or large flat sponge.  If done properly, this repair 
will last for many years.

For loose bricks or flag stones (flat stones), sometimes all you need is to replace the 
joint.  But in severe cases, it will be necessary to remove the stone or brick com-
pletely and chip out below the stone at least 1/2”, to allow for a new bed of cement, 
before re-installing.

The walls holding up the ends of the steps or patio may need repointing.  Use the 
same 2-1 sand/cement mixture, but clean out the old crumbling cement before 
patching.

Finally, when dry, coat all masonry surfaces with 2 coats of a good silicone.  A good 
silicone usually provides protection for 5-10 years.  Althogu silicone can cost up to 
$100.00 per 5 gallons, it will add life to your patio or walkway.

Keep in mind that repairing a crack doesn’t necessarily mean you’ve fixed the 
REASON for its cracking.  You may need a mason who can size up and repair the 
problem correctly.

Remember to read my Contract Guidelines before hiring anyone!
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