Remove or Relocate Shrubs

Removing or relocating original shrubbery from around your house may be a very
wise decision. If the shrubbery is old (20-30 years), they may be much to close to
the house or be overgrown, blocking windows and entrance ways. These create
dangerous conditions such as fire and security hazards. Overgrown shrubbery
severely impedes emergency rescue, promotes the spread of fire on the outside of
your home and provides convenient camouflage for the criminal element. Over-
grown shrubbery can also damage the paint and trim on the outside of the house,
contribute to foundation cracking as well as obstruct air circulation.

You have the option to remove older shrubs and replace them with new shrubs,
planted at the proper spacing or, if the original shrubbery is small or ‘miniatures’,
they can be moved further away from the house or to an entirely different location.

Some helpful hints to help shrubbery survive a transplant:

Tag the north side of the shrub before removing. When transplanting the shrub,
make sure the tagged side is facing north.

Transplant shrubs to an area similar to what it's used to (sunny or shady locations).
Lots of TLC will help them through the shock of transplanting.

The best time to actually move shrubs is in the dormant season (usually winter),
while the ground is still soft. You will need to begin at the end of the growing season
(usually fall). At that time, spade-cut a circle around the shrub about 10” - 12”
deep. This will clip the roots, making it easier to remove and transplant during the
dormant season. Also, prepare the transplant area ahead of time.

If you plan on doing this work yourself, keep in mind that you may need a chain
saw, chains and a truck to pull out overgrown shrubs and then haul away to a land-
fill.

I reccomend you hire someone who has insurance (holding you harmless) and the
necessary equipment to complete the job properly.

Always use reliable, professional people whenever you need work done.
Remember to use my Contract Guidelines before hiring anyone.
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