Roof Drains & Dry Wells

With winter tapering off, now is a good time to look at your roof drain system.
Gutter drain pipes (leaders) should be tight and snug to the wall of the house.
There should be no leakage anywhere in the leader from the gutter to the ground.

Sometimes ice will form in the leader and split the pipe, causing leaks or even tear-
ing the leader from the gutter and house wall due to the weight. If this is the case,
you should replace the whole setup.

To repair, use a short sheet metal screw to fasten the leader to the gutter collar,
called the spout. Drill a small hole through the leader and spout when in the correct
position and screw in a slightly thicker, short sheet metal screw to hold both
together.

There should be at least 1 screw at each joint of the leader, including curved bends.
Two screws through bands holding the leader to the house and 1 screw in the center
of the band through the leader.

If the leader is split from ice, it is a sign that the leader is plugged up with leaves
and twigs or your dry well is not working, or both. In either case, remove the dam-
aged sections of the leader, clean out the sections that are to stay and install the
new sections with an elbow section at the bottom. This will divert the water on top
of the grass and away from the foundation.

Dry wells can rarely be cleaned when clogged up. However, if you can find the dry
well and expose the top,

Always use reliable, professional people whenever you need work done.
Remember to use my Contract Guidelines before hiring anyone.
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