Zoning Your Heating System

This is a good time of year to zone your heat, to be ready for the winter months.
New zones will allow you to independently regulate the heat in various sections of
your house. This can generate tremendous savings in fuel consumption and money.

There are 3 main types of heating systems:
¢ Hot water heat (baseboards or radiators with water pipes)
e Hot air heat (registers with air ducts)
e Electric heat (radiant baseboards or panels)

Depending on the type of system and the age of your home, you may need a
plumber, an electrician or both - and possibly a carpenter. You may want to talk with
a general contractor or a professional heating and air conditioning installer.

Hot water systems generally involve installing new piping, based on the new zone
layout. It is minimally disruptive to the house because most new plumbing pipes
can be run through existing structural walls.

Hot air systems are a little more work due to the size and placement of the duct
work necessary for the new zones. Although much of the duct work can be adjusted
in the basement or furnace area, it may also involve opening walls or “creatively
hiding” new duct work in closets, etc., if the heat is being run to the 2nd or 3rd
floors. This is especially important in older homes, or where there is no basement.

Re-zoning electric heat is generally the easiest, requiring only wiring or installation
of new registers or panels.

Estimated costs could run from $300 to $700 per zone, depending on the type of
system and the age and structure of the house. Most new zone systems use digital
thermostats. They allow you to control individual heat temperatures for each zone.
You can also program the zones according to time and temperature. Once in use,
this new system can save on the wear and tear of your furnace and be much more
economical to run.

Always use reliable, professional people whenever you need work done.
Remember to use my Contract Guidelines before hiring anyone.
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